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ANU joins major health education 
partnership with UC and ACT  
government
The AusTrAliAn nATionAl universiTy and the university of 
Canberra will partner the ACT health Directorate to improve the health and 
wellbeing of the Canberra community in expanded health precincts, research 
facilities and teaching. Anu is prepared to partner in a significant expansion 
of its facilities to create a shared capacity with Canberra health services and 
the university of Canberra.

leaders from the ACT health Directorate and Canberra health services 
met in november with leaders from Canberra’s tertiary education and research 
sectors for the ACT health summit: Research, Teaching and Training, to agree 
on a clear path for working together on shared priorities. it was opened 
by the ACT Minister for health and Wellbeing, Minister for Medical and 
health research and Minister for higher education, Meegan Fitzharris, who 
called for a new partnership, built on a shared determination to make the 
ACT a leading example of health system innovation and excellence.

As part of a new direction for the ACT health system, participants  
endorsed a vision for a renewed collaboration that will focus on:

•	 collaboration, complementary strengths, interdependency  
and synergy; 

•	 research, education and through joint action to improve community 
health; 

•	 the opportunity for improvement in patient care, innovation and 
excellence; 

•	 attraction and retention of the needed workforce; and 
•	 all to become leaders in the Australian health and healthcare  

landscape. 
The following outcomes were agreed at the summit: 
1. All parties share the intention to work together in health research, edu-

cation and on joint priority endeavours that will improve the health of 
both Canberrans and people in the surrounding regions of nsW. 
(a)  The development of integrated research and education  

precincts. There is already a precinct at uC in Bruce, and Anu 
has a significant presence at the Canberra hospital. Anu is pre-
pared to partner in a significant expansion of its facilities to create 
a shared capacity with Canberra health services and the uC.  
These precincts will locate leading researchers and teaching staff 
on site at two of Canberra’s public hospitals to facilitate research, 
teaching and innovation. The precincts will also facilitate the 
recruitment of leading clinicians who are active in cutting edge 
research and teaching, in addition to the highest standards of  
clinical care for patients. 

http://www.anu.edu.au/emeritus/anuef_location_map.html
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(b)  A diverse health research agenda building on existing research strengths in population health, prevention, 
laboratory science, clinical research, implementation science, and health services research striving for posi-
tive local, national and international impact on health for people at all stages of life. Partners will also focus 
on co-design of programs that will include participation of researchers across multiple disciplines, primary 
care and specialist clinician researchers and the consumers of health care. Quality improvement research 
will be embedded within all areas of health care delivery. summit participants agreed to collaborate to ac-
cess funding opportunities where these benefit the ACT region and its community. This research effort will 
be supported by world-class infrastructure, including not just the precincts but also innovative iT systems, 
data analytics capability, and capability regarding iP and commercialisation practices. A commitment to 
improving health research governance, with the overall governance structure is to be settled over the next few 
months. 

(c)  Tertiary education in the health professions. specifically, initiatives include: 
•	 high quality education of health professionals; 
•	 excellence in interprofessional learning for all health graduates in the ACT;
•	 Joint strategic appointments of clinical and administrative staff, encouraging transparency, clear  

expectations and line management.
(d) Shared priority endeavours, initially the living lab project for Canberra, including health promotion, 

health service innovations, piloting new approaches to health service delivery and work across government 
to promote healthy lives and take opportunities to promote health across government and non-government 
services. 

2. A new governance structure (or structures) to oversee the design and implementation of all of these initiatives.
(a)  A high-level partnership board will be chaired by the Director-General of the ACT health Directorate, 

with membership including the Chief executive officer of Canberra health services and the Deans of 
health from both Anu and the uC. The committee will report to the Minister for health and Wellbeing 
and Minister for Medical and health research and the vice Chancellors of the Anu and uC, with draft 
Terms of reference, an agreed work plan and a meeting schedule to be developed. 

(b)  Governance structures that allow a diversity of research, shared processes for prioritising investment and 
infrastructure. 

The communiqué issued after the meeting said, “The summit demonstrated that the ACT is well positioned to draw 
upon the extensive local expertise and knowledge in the medical and health-research, education and training sectors. 
As the stewards of the ACT public health system, the ACT health Directorate will lead the outcomes of the summit 
and drive them forward in close collaboration with the Anu and uC”. 

Action in Copyright Tribunal against Universities Australia
The CoPyriGhT AGenCy lodged an action in the Copyright Tribunal on november 12 to determine the value 
of the copyright licences that Australian universities rely on to copy and share content.

in a statement to members, Copyright Agency Ceo Adam suckling said, “The action comes after a breakdown in 
commercial negotiations with universities Australia, for a new licensing agreement, beginning in 2019. uA represents 
39 Australian universities in these discussions.

“The Copyright Agency’s licence covers copyright material that is a core input into teaching at Australia’s 39 uni-
versities. it covers more than 10 million pages (digital and hard copy) annually – for the sector’s 1.4 million students, 
60,000 academics and 70,000 professional staff.

“The annual cost of the university licence is currently $32.5m, or 9 cents per student per day. The fee has been de-
creasing in real terms, given inflation, the rapid growth in student numbers and the fact there has been a huge increase 
in the platforms available for copying and sharing material. The current copyright fee represents 0.11% of total univer-
sities expenditure of $28.6 billion (in 2016).

“The explosion of digital content has radically changed the way universities provide educational content to students. 
The educational statutory licence, which Copyright Agency administers, provides access to an enormous amount of 
material, including material that is printed, digitally stored and communicated to students across multiple digital 
platforms.

licence fees support the Australian educational publishing industry to continue to produce high-quality educational 
material. not paying a fair rate undermines the ability of publishers, authors and artists to invest innovate and develop 
more Australian content.

“We’ll be asking the Tribunal to assess the value of these licences in the digital age; the best method of pricing the 
licence, and to revisit the ways we monitor how much material is being accessed under the licence. There are much 
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better ways of capturing usage than the current approach – such as via the provision of full digital records – that would 
ensure accurate payments to copyright creators, including academics in Australian universities.

“We will also be asking the Tribunal to rule on the interim rate that uA should pay in licence fees until such times 
as the Tribunal makes a ruling. We want to ensure that we are in a position to provide members with continuity of 
payment during the proceedings. This actual interim rate and associated terms are subject to the Tribunal’s decision.

“recent simplification amendments to the Copyright Act provided an opportunity for the Copyright Agency to 
simplify and enhance the licensing arrangements with uA but, unfortunately, uA has not engaged in discussions. our 
action in the Copyright Tribunal will redefine the value of copyright material to the higher education sector in the 
digital age.”

Awards for Excellence in Literary Translation
TWo AnueF MeMBers, Kevin Windle and James Grieve, have been named as joint winners of the Australian 
institute of interpreters and Translators (AusiT) 2018 Award for excellence in literary Translation.

in letters of congratulation, the national president of AusiT, Dr rocco loiacono, wrote, “This award is in recogni-
tion of the outstanding nature of the entire body of your work in literary translation.”

‘Freedom of speech’ summit at ANU
FreeDoM oF sPeeCh has become a topic of significant interest in sections of the community. it has increas-
ingly been examined by media outlets as an issue of interest and concern, particularly as it relates to universities. The 
surrounding public debate has lacked nuance, and conflates freedom of speech with academic freedom while exclud-
ing discussion of academic autonomy and integrity. The Anu is hosting a free “summit on Academic Freedom and 
Academic Autonomy”. its key themes will be explored, including:

•	 The relationship between Academic Freedom and Freedom of speech: how should universities protect aca-
demic autonomy?

•	 Who decides what research is conducted?
•	 Perspectives from outside the academy.
•	 What threatens academic freedom?
•	 The future of research and a commitment to academic freedom.

The keynote address will be delivered by Professor Glyn Davis AC, followed by a reception at the Australian Cen-
tre on China in the World, 188 Fellows lane, Anu on Tuesday, 4 December at 5pm. The summit will continue on 
Wednesday, 5 December from 8.30am to 4.30pm, at The hall, university house, 1 Balmain Crescent, Anu.

THE PROGRAM: TUESDAY 4 AND WEDNESDAY 5 DECEMBER 2018
Tuesday 4 December at the Auditorium, China in the World, Building #188, Fellows Lane 

5pm:Keynote Address and Reception. 
•	 introduction and welcome: Professor Mike Calford, Anu Provost. 
•	 Keynote address: Distinguished Professor Glyn Davis AC, 
•	 Panel discussion with Professor Jacqueline lo, Anu Academic Board Chair; Professor Glyn Davis AC,
•	 Ms Jane o’Dwyer, Anu vice-President (engagement & Corporate Affairs).  

Wednesday 5 December at The Hall, University House, 1 Balmain Crescent 

8.30am Introduction and welcome
•	 Anu vice-Chancellor Professor Brian P. schmidt AC. 

8.35am Welcome address
•	 Anu Chancellor Professor Gareth evans AC QC. 

8.50am Scene setting by Professor Mike Calford, ANU Provost 

9am The relationship between Academic Freedom and Freedom of Speech
•	 Freedom of speech and academic freedom are different, though related, concepts. however, in debate inside 
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and outside universities, they are often conflated. What is the relationship between the two, and what does that 
mean for universities? 

•	 Chair: Anu vice-Chancellor Professor Brian P. schmidt AC.
•	 Panellists: Mr Gary humphries, Former ACT senator and Chief Minister, Professor Dianne nicol, university 

of Tasmania; Professor Adrienne stone, university of Melbourne; Ms eleanor Kay, Anu student.
•	 This program may be subject to change.

10.15am Morning tea

10.30am How should universities protect academic autonomy? 
•	 universities are designed to be places of robust critical inquiry, where we advance humankind through the 

exploration of new ideas, revisiting old ideas and challenging norms. however, universities do not operate 
separate from our wider society, and are heavily reliant on funding from government, students, industry, phil-
anthropic interests and foundations. They are also amongst our most heavily regulated institutions. how do 
universities maintain their autonomy and the autonomy of their academic community in an increasingly tight 
financial and regulatory environment? 

•	 Chair: Professor Jacqueline lo, Anu Academic Board Chair.  
•	 Panellists: Anu Chancellor Professor Gareth evans AC QC, emeritus Professor stephen Crump, university 

of Tasmania; Mr Matthew lesh, institute of Public Affairs; Professor Carmen lawrence, university of Western 
Australia. 

11.45am Who decides what research is conducted? 
•	 research takes place in a complex environment of ideas, ethics, funding, institutional history, accepted truth 

and societal expectations. Decisions about what research is conducted are made at the intersection of this com-
plexity. how do we decide what is researched, and do those decisions dampen academic freedom? 

•	 Chair: Professor Keith nugent, incoming Anu Deputy vice-Chancellor (research & innovation). 
•	 Panellists: Dr Jacqui hoepner, Anu Centre for Public Awareness of science; Dr Martin Williams, Monash 

university; Dr nigel strauss, Deakin university. 

1.15pm Lunch time address [To be confirmed] 

2.30pm What threatens academic freedom? 
•	 A decline in trust of expertise, contested ideas of truth, students demanding speakers not be heard, provoca-

teurs demanding an unchallenged platform for their ideas, public and peer judgements on the legitimacy of 
research and its interpretation, academic freedom constrained by universities in search of marketing slogans, 
allegations of foreign influence, and public judgments on what and how universities teach. is academic freedom 
really under attack and what does the threat really look like? 

•	 Chair: Ms Jane o’Dwyer, Anu vice-President (engagement & Corporate Affairs). 
•	 Panellists: Ms helen Trinca, Managing editor, The Australian; Dr Miriam Bankovsky, la Trobe university; 

Professor Amin saikal, Director, Anu Centre for Arab & islamic studies; Professor John Fitzgerald, swinburne 
university of Technology. 

4pm Final talk and summit wrap up: The future of research and a commitment  
to academic freedom

•	 summary by Professor Mike Calford, Anu Provost. 
•	 Closing address by Anu vice-Chancellor Professor Brian P. schmidt AC. 
•	 This program may be subject to change. 

‘How to think, not what to think’
A CulTure oF lively DeBATe and the vigorous contest of ideas is strongly in evidence on Australian university 
campuses, according to a statement issued by universities Australia on november 14. it was commenting on educa-
tion Minister Dan Tehan’s review of academic freedom and freedom of expression. The minister’s review comes a week 
after the nation’s vice-Chancellors restated their commitment once again to those enduring principles.

“Between them, Australia’s universities have more than 100 policies, codes and agreements that support free intellec-
tual inquiry,” universities Australia Chair Professor Margaret Gardner said, and went on, “in this context, it is unclear 
what issue the Government is seeking to address. Australian universities have been on the public record through the 
ages affirming our longstanding commitment to informed evidence-based discussion and vigorous debate.
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“Australian universities teach students how to think, not what to think — and we teach them to engage both with 
ideas they agree with and those they don’t agree with. As we reaffirmed only a week ago, we educate the next genera-
tion to engage with ideas, challenge themselves and others, and to do so using evidence and courtesy.”

“university staff and students should be free to teach, learn, debate and research without political interference.”
Professor Gardner noted some recent assertions in media reporting had mischaracterised academic freedom and 

downplayed the robust state of debate on university campuses.
“some commentators on free speech at Australian universities have been very wide of the mark — jumping to the 

wrong conclusions or selectively quoting from university policies and codes,” she said. “These same conclusions would 
not meet the threshold test of academic inquiry — informed by evidence and facts. They are made by advocates who 
appear to want Government to override university autonomy with heavy-handed external regulation and red tape. De-
spite these incorrect assertions, a wide range of opinions are freely expressed on campus — in the context of Australian 
law and university codes of conduct.”

Young researchers reap benefit from Australian-German 
grants
AusTrAliAn AnD GerMAn university researchers will develop 3D bone implants and low-cost ways to detect 
dental disease, thanks to new grants worth nearly $2.7 million awarded to early career researchers from around 30 Aus-
tralian universities. They will partner with German researchers on 71 different projects under the Australia-Germany 
Joint research Cooperation scheme.

The program fosters closer research collaboration between Australia and Germany — and has awarded nearly $12 
million in grants for 316 projects since 2015. The grant scheme is a partnership between universities Australia and the 
German Academic exchange service (DAAD) — the largest funding organisation for international academic co-opera-
tion in the world.

universities Australia Chief executive Catriona Jackson said the bilateral scheme helped both nations to build global 
research partnerships and solve major challenges in our countries. “The connections that are forged between these 
researchers — at the very early stages of their careers — can lead to new knowledge and products down the line,” Ms 
Jackson said.

Australian researchers receive up to $25,000 for travel and living expenses to support their research work. Many 
of the projects have continued, receiving larger funding grants from organisations including the Australian research 
Council and from international funding bodies.

“having more than 70 projects funded this year is a testament to the quality of the research projects involved,” Ms 
Jackson said. “Australia leverages more funds through this German program than the us and the uK.”

The scheme is funded with $1.34 million contributed by Australian universities and $1.5 million from DAAD in 
2018. The Australian Government’s enabling Growth and innovation Program provides $250,000 to cover the admin-
istration of the scheme over two years.

Further information on the program is available at: https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/global-engagement/  

A guide for gender equality in top university appointments
A neW GuiDe, developed by the universities Australia executive Women’s Group, titled Sponsorship: Creating 
Career Opportunities for Women in Higher Education, tackles the under-representation of women in senior university 
leadership.

universities Australia says the new resource outlines how senior leaders can actively create opportunities to develop 
the skills and careers of their staff towards gender equality in senior leadership roles in universities.

universities Australia’s Chief executive Catriona Jackson said of the guide, “it really highlights that career develop-
ment is a core leadership responsibility and that sponsorship is a powerful tool that can accelerate career progression, 
especially for women. We congratulate uAeW on producing another high-quality practical resource to help university 
leaders maximise these opportunities to develop the careers of their staff.”

uAeW Co-Chair Professor Kerri-lee Krause said rather than putting the onus on staff to seek out development 
opportunities, it encourages senior leaders to draw on their power, networks and influence to create opportunities for 
more junior colleagues.

“significant progress has been made in recent decades on the road towards gender equality in higher education, 
but there’s still a distance to travel,” she said. “This guide offers strategic advice and practical tips on how leaders can 
personally help to grow the number and proportion of women in senior leadership roles.”

https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/global-engagement/
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uAeW Co-Chair Professor Marcia Devlin said the sponsorship resource is a how-to guide for leaders on how they 
can actively create opportunities to develop the careers of their staff. “it drills down into the responsibilities of leaders 
to be active sponsors. it’s not passively mentoring – it’s about nominating them for opportunities and picking up the 
phone on their behalf,” she said. “it’s about encouraging leaders to become personally invested in the success of their 
protégés, advocating for them, and leveraging their own reputational and social capital to help them. uAeW has devel-
oped a series of high-quality practical resources in recent years that draw on best practice in recruitment, mentorship 
and sponsorship, and highlight the need to tackle unconscious bias, to advance gender equality.”

Universities Australia fights new tax
universiTies AusTrAliA is pleading with the senate and the house of representatives to reject legislation 
imposing a new tax on universities. The proposed tax would levy universities for every student with access to a student 
loan and is the latest in a series of cuts inflicted on universities and their students over the past few years, it says.

A senate enquiry into the higher education support (Charges) Bill 2018 and the higher education support 
Amendment (Cost recovery) Bill 2018 has handed down its report.

universities Australia Chief executive Catriona Jackson said there should be a serious rethink by Government and 
the senate in the context of the many other cuts to universities and students.

“slapping a tax on student numbers is deeply misguided,” she said. “universities are now being asked to pick up the 
tab for day-to-day administrative costs that are the normal responsibilities of Government. This legislation also em-
powers the Minister to ratchet up the tax at any time and to broaden the activities it applies to — without needing to 
seek permission from the Parliament,” she said.

Currently, more than 80 per cent of Australian university students access a Government student loan. Ms Jackson 
noted the latest million-dollar cash-grab is on top of multiple cuts to universities in recent years.

she went on, “This really is death by a thousand cuts. The Commonwealth Budget position is getting stronger by 
the day — and yet universities now face even more cuts. if Governments stop investing properly in a sector, as hap-
pened in vocational education over the past decade, it’s very hard to build it back up.”

she referred also to figures revealed in Deloitte’s Budget monitor which, she says, show a further $10 billion im-
provement in the Budget bottom line this year, [which] “shows Parliament there’s no need to slap a new tax on univer-
sities. Billions of dollars in cuts — including the current funding freeze — have been inflicted on universities and their 
students in recent years.

Ms Jackson said, “Cuts to universities were really cuts to Australia’s future productivity and the smart, skilled 
workforce we need in a changing economy. The Government’s underlying Budget position is the best it has been since 
the global financial crisis — and is forecast to be in surplus as soon as next year. universities have already been cut by 
billions — and this latest move to impose a new tax on universities to fund the routine administration of Government 
comes on top of those cuts.”

Cutting research red tape proposal finds support 
A PArliAMenTAry enQuiry has adopted key recommendations to help Australia’s researchers spend more of 
their time on life-changing research instead of paperwork.

The house of representatives standing Committee on employment, education and Training has adopted key 
themes from universities Australia’s submission. These include less red tape, ensuring adequate funding and reaffirming 
the centrality of expert peer review.

universities Australia Chief executive Catriona Jackson said the committee had recognised the dedication of Aus-
tralia’s researchers and made sensible suggestions to support their crucial work.

“Many of the recommendations are about helping researchers to get on with the job – making breakthroughs and 
forging new ideas and products that improve all our lives,” she said.

“if adopted, these particular recommendations would mean our researchers could spend more time in the lab and 
the field – and less time filling out lengthy grant applications. At the moment, researchers are overly burdened with 
continual applications and reporting which eats into the precious time they have available to chase cures, break-
throughs and insights. in any one year, Australia’s university researchers collectively spend more than five hundred 
working years on writing applications for just one of the major national grants schemes. This reduces the potential 
benefits that research can deliver for Australia and the world.”

The committee’s report also highlighted excessive reporting and regulation of research hampers the ability of Austral-
ian universities to deliver for the community.

http://link.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/c/4/?T=Njc4MDU3Nzg%3AMDItYjE4MzMwLTg4NjA1OGM3ZmIzNzRjODI5YmFjOGZhZjNlMmU0Mzhh%3AaWFuLm1hdGhld3M3QGJpZ3BvbmQuY29t%3AY29udGFjdC1hNjIwY2ZmOWE1MjNlNjExODBlMmM0MzQ2YmI1MDhkYy0wNGZlMDc3OGNjNGE0NjYwYWNkYjUxNzNiMGNhNzQ4Zg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXBoLmdvdi5hdS9QYXJsaWFtZW50YXJ5X0J1c2luZXNzL0NvbW1pdHRlZXMvSG91c2UvRW1wbG95bWVudF9FZHVjYXRpb25fYW5kX1RyYWluaW5nL0Z1bmRpbmdSZXNlYXJjaC9SZXBvcnQ_X2NsZGVlPWFXRnVMbTFoZEdobGQzTTNRR0pwWjNCdmJtUXVZMjl0JnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtYTYyMGNmZjlhNTIzZTYxMTgwZTJjNDM0NmJiNTA4ZGMtMDRmZTA3NzhjYzRhNDY2MGFjZGI1MTczYjBjYTc0OGYmZXNpZD1hY2VkNDk0Yi1mYWYxLWU4MTEtYTg0Ny0wMDBkM2FlMGNiODQ&K=pbNy5580JCl4swURycYY3w
http://link.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/c/4/?T=Njc4MDU3Nzg%3AMDItYjE4MzMwLTg4NjA1OGM3ZmIzNzRjODI5YmFjOGZhZjNlMmU0Mzhh%3AaWFuLm1hdGhld3M3QGJpZ3BvbmQuY29t%3AY29udGFjdC1hNjIwY2ZmOWE1MjNlNjExODBlMmM0MzQ2YmI1MDhkYy0wNGZlMDc3OGNjNGE0NjYwYWNkYjUxNzNiMGNhNzQ4Zg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXBoLmdvdi5hdS9Eb2N1bWVudFN0b3JlLmFzaHg_aWQ9YzQ5ZWI0MmQtMGQ2NS00NTQ2LWE3MmQtM2FkZmFhNzM2NTQ3JnN1YklkPTYxMjQyNiZfY2xkZWU9YVdGdUxtMWhkR2hsZDNNM1FHSnBaM0J2Ym1RdVkyOXQmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1hNjIwY2ZmOWE1MjNlNjExODBlMmM0MzQ2YmI1MDhkYy0wNGZlMDc3OGNjNGE0NjYwYWNkYjUxNzNiMGNhNzQ4ZiZlc2lkPWFjZWQ0OTRiLWZhZjEtZTgxMS1hODQ3LTAwMGQzYWUwY2I4NA&K=NpEFksoPMJR0vWpCrTFBnQ
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“it’s also good to see the committee has reminded Government of the vital need for adequate support and funding 
for the full cost of Australia’s research effort,” Ms Jackson said. “The committee has also recognised our researchers are 
at the top of the game and are leading experts who should be trusted to deliver world-class outcomes for Australia. 
That’s why the committee reaffirms strongly that expert peer review must remain the arbiter by which research and its 
potential is judged and funded.”

Ms Jackson noted that if existing research grants were opened up to non-university researchers, there would need to 
be a commensurate increase in research funding from Government.

Universities Australia Higher Education Conference 2019:   
‘Degrees of Change’ and the role of Universities
reGisTrATions Are noW oPen for the universities Australia higher education Conference 2019 – to be 
held from February 27 to March 1 at the national Convention Centre, Canberra.

in a media statement universities Australia says, “universities are the world’s original disruptors. Their role as agents 
of change – in the lives of individuals, communities, nations and economies – is profound. The scale of the change be-
ing forged by our universities is vast – from the crucial incremental advance to the seismic shift that transforms knowl-
edge in a field forever. And it’s the change forged in the lives of people through a university education that creates some 
of the biggest shifts of all, especially for those who are first in their families to pursue a degree.

“These ideas will be explored in our conference theme for 2019 – Degrees of Change.  it brings together the most 
senior university leaders in the country with Government, policymakers, business, experts and researchers. it features a 
strong line-up of high-profile national and global speakers.

“With 39 universities, 1,100 delegates, 120+ speakers and dozens of valued partners attending, the universities 
Australia higher education is the one event you shouldn’t miss in 2019. We hope to see you there.”

early bird registrations close on 1 February 2019.  More details at https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/

Robbing Peter to pay Paul: research cuts pay for  
regional unis 
The $134.8 Million announced on november 12 for five regio-nal universities hurt by the university funding 
freeze will be sourced from a raid on the nation’s research budget, according to a statement from universities Australia.

universities Australia Chief executive Catriona Jackson said while money for regional universities was desperately 
needed, it was reckless to take research money out of every university. “With the federal Budget position growing 
stronger by the day, the Government should have found these funds from general revenue – not from slashing crucial 
research funds,” she said. “Australia has already fallen behind other advanced economies for the share of GDP spent on 
research – that should have loud alarm bells ringing for our future economic growth. rather than pledging new funds 
for regional universities, education Minister Dan Tehan has instead cut crucial research funds at all universities – in-
cluding in the regions.” 

universities Australia understands funding has been cut from the research Block Grants over the next few years. 
This is the foundational funding that enables universities to conduct world-class research and bid for competitive 
research grants. 

“The five universities that have been promised money by the Government today would also be hit with that research 
cut,” Ms Jackson said.

The research raid follows revelations that former education Minister simon Birmingham vetoed 11 grants rec-
ommended for funding by expert reviewers and the Australian research Council. Ms Jackson said, “it is folly to be 
undermining the nation’s future by raiding precious research funding when Australia already spends far less than our 
economic competitors in the region and the world. We should be investing strongly in both – university places to en-
sure Australians from all postcodes can have access to this life-changing opportunity and research that is changing lives. 
universities are the backbone of Australia’s research capability – it makes no sense to cut into this source of the nation’s 
future wellbeing and prosperity.”

https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/
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CSIRO invests $35m in future of space and AI projects 
Csiro is invesTinG $35 million in research in space Technology and Artificial intelligence. The investment will 
include the development of advanced imaging of earth from satellites, in addition to cutting-edge data science to sup-
port the growth of Artificial intelligence (Ai) technology. The investment is part of Csiro’s Future science Platforms 
(FsP) portfolio, aimed at dedicating research to new and emerging opportunities for Australia.

space Technology and Artificial intelligence join eight other areas of future science, including in the fields of health 
and energy. space Technology will receive $16 million to identify and develop the science to leapfrog traditional 
technologies and find new areas for Australian industry to work in. it will initially focus on advanced technologies for 
earth observation, and then address challenges such as space-object tracking, resource utilisation in space, and develop-
ing manufacturing and life-support systems for missions to the Moon and Mars.

Artificial intelligence and Machine learning will receive $19 million to target Ai-driven solutions for areas includ-
ing food security and quality, health and wellbeing, sustainable energy and resources, resilient and valuable environ-
ments, and Australian and regional security.

The primary research areas include platforms to improve prediction and understanding of complex data, platforms 
to enable trustworthy inferences and risk-based decisions, and data systems to enable ethical, robust and scalable Ai.
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HELMUT H. E. LOOFS-WISSOWA
1927-2018

helmut h e loofs-Wissowa was born on the 25 september 1927, in halle, Germany, (the birthplace of G. F. 
händel), and grew up in leipzig (the city of J. s. Bach). he died in Canberra, Australia, on 11 August 2018, just 
before his 91st birthday.

helmut loofs-Wissowa was educated at st Thomas school, leipzig. While in year 12, aged 17, helmut was 
drafted into the German Army as an officer cadet in January, 1945, together with his fellow students, and sent off 
to the eastern Front on foot to fight the advancing russians. At the cessation of hostilities in May 1945, hel-
mut made his way back to leipzig. leipzig became part of the russian zone soon after. leipzig schools reopened 
in 1946 and helmut finished high school studies in that year. Because there was no university entrance for the 
bourgeoisie under the soviet system, helmut, from a middle class family, had no chance of a university education 
in leipzig.

in 1948, helmut joined the French Foreign legion and served in indochina through the First indochina 
War until 1954, serving generally in staff functions and as a war correspondent for the Army newspaper. he also 
combined his considerable drawing skills with his sharp sense of humour by drawing cartoons for the newspaper. 
While in this role he managed to avoid going to Dien Bien Phu just prior to the viet Minh siege, which ended 
the war. he left indochina and the legion in 1954, the year that France withdrew from indochina. he declined 
the chance of a military career in favour of an academic life.

he chose to go to Karlsruhe, West Germany, where his sister still lived, with the intention to begin his tertiary 
studies in Germany, for which he was qualified by his German matriculation. he opted for Tübingen university, 
the cultural centre of the French zone of Germany, renowned for its Prehistoric Archaeology course, and began his 
studies while still on leave from the Army. At Tübingen he studied ancient oriental languages and scripts, includ-
ing cuneiform, hieroglyphs and sanskrit, as well as archaeology and prehistory. While still in Tübingen he was un-
expectedly granted a scholarship to study in France by the French Ambassador to Germany, François-Poncet. This 
enabled him to continue his studies from the following year in Paris. Between 1955 and 1957 he studied at the 
ecole des langues orientales, the sorbonne, and at the institut d’ethnologie (Musée de l’homme), specialising in 
anthropology, archaeology, etc. George Coedès was professor at the ecole des langues orientales at the time. hel-
mut graduated and received the Diplôme from the ecole (equivalent to a Bachelor of Asian studies at Anu). he 
studied Cambodian (major), vietnamese, Classical Malay, geography, history, and archaeology. he supplemented 
his income by painting and selling picture postcards of Paris for sale to tourists. 

on graduation, helmut took a one year break before commencing his doctoral studies. As part of a small 
French expedition he went to Chilean Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego to investigate the origin of the “indians” 
there, and to make a documentary film. some of his finds of stone tools from kitchen middens – surprisingly 
similar to those from north-western Tasmania – are now in the Berne historical Museum. he also wrote a book 
about the expedition.

With a German Government scholarship, helmut then studied for his PhD at Berne and Fribourg universities 
(Anthropos institute), switzerland, which he obtained in 1960 with a thesis on practices in connection with fertil-
ity rites and the megalithic complex among the mountain tribes in south-eastern indochina. 

At the suggestion of Professor George Coedès, he applied for, and eventually was appointed to, the foun¬dation 
lectureship in oriental Civilizations at the newly founded Faculty of oriental (later Asian) studies at Anu in 
May 1961. 

Teaching Years
helmut commenced teaching about oriental civilisations at a time when Asia was just a place on the way 

from Australia to europe, and Australian students had little grasp of its geography and history. his lectures had 
to assume no prior knowledge of Asia among his students. in 1964 he was promoted to senior lecturer in Asian 
Civilisations at Anu.  

in 1966, in addition to his normal teaching and research duties, helmut took part in a major archaeological 
dig in Thailand. in association with Professor William Watson of london university, helmut co-led the Thai-

Obituary
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British Archaeological expedition to carry out excavations at the prehistoric site of Khok Charoen, Chai Badan 
district, lopburi Province, central Thailand, between 1966 and 1970. This major neolithic burial ground (c. 
3500-4000 years old) produced many burials with complete pottery vessels, stone adzes and body ornaments 
placed with the dead. he returned from the digs with a mass of physical pottery finds to study and document 
at a later time. Both helmut and Prof. Watson published papers on the findings at the time, but the full report 
on the dig would have to wait for some years.   

helmut was promoted to a readership at Anu in 1970, and in 1976 became involved in a scientific contro-
versy about the date at which bronze was first used by mankind in eurasia. Bronze had been accepted as dated 
in China to the second millennium BCe, almost two millennia later than Pakistan and Mesopotamia, but finds 
in non nok Tha, north-eastern Thailand, included a few bronze items, which were, at that time, dated surpris-
ingly to the third millennium BCe. Publications by others in1967 therefore implied that bronze casting was 
first invented in Thailand. This early dating of bronze was later made even older through finds at Ban Chiang, 
ne Thailand, where painted pots in association with bronze were dated in 1969 to the fifth millennium BCe, 
or 7,000 years ago. This incredible finding was highly publicised in the popular press throughout the world in 
1972. in 1973, another Thai-us study of the Ban Chiang material revised the dating of the bronze artefacts, a 
socketed spearhead, to 3,600 BCe, yet still older than the oldest bronze from China, Pakistan or Mesopotamia. 
This revised date was also widely publicised, including in Time magazine in 1976.

however, in 1976, helmut presented a paper in Mexico reporting dating of the Ban Chiang pottery by 
the Anu to the second century BCe - a significant revision and indicative of the subjective nature of some 
of the dating methods involved. nevertheless the date of 3,600 BCe continued to be quite widely accepted. 
eventually further data from new sites showed that many of the bronzes claimed to be extremely old were not 
securely connected with the charcoal used to provide the carbon dates. human burial turned out to be a major 
factor in disturbing soil layers, and in moving ancient charcoal into much younger contexts. Finally, in 1983, 
a further review of the data showed that many of the bronzes claimed to be extremely old were associated with 
a Ban Chiang pottery style from the second millennium BCe, and so much younger. helmut presented the 
whole story in 1986 in a paper entitled “The rise and fall of early bronze in Thailand” to the XXXii Congress 
for Asian and south African studies in hamburg, later published in the Proceedings. A retraction of the earlier, 
more dramatic dating was published, but in an obscure journal of limited readership.  

in addition to these research activities in neolithic and Bronze Age Thailand, helmut also published on 
nephrite ear ornaments in vietnam and the Philippines, on large stone megalithic monuments in southeast 
Asia, and on the massive bronze kettledrums (“Dong son” drums) made in southern China and northern viet-
nam around 2000 years ago.

 During his career, helmut was involved in various international bodies, including the international round 
Table of experts on the preservation of the Angkor monuments in 1990, and section convenor for two interna-
tional conferences on archaeology. in 1989 he was appointed as visiting Directeur d’etudes, ecole des hautes 
etudes en sciences sociales, Paris.

in the mid-1970s helmut persuaded the national library of Australia to purchase the library of the late 
Professor George Coedès. it is now a central element in the library’s Asian collection.

 in 1992 helmut retired formally from university life, but not from studies.

In retirement
in 1993 helmut was awarded the position of Commandeur des Palmes Académiques by the French Ministry 

of education. helmut also retained his links with the French community in Canberra, assisting the cultural at-
taché of the French embassy, Albert salon, in designing and supervising the construction of the Alliance Fran-
çaise centre in Turner, ACT, and being involved in the Anciens Combattants group of French ex-servicemen, in 
various roles, including President. he continued this association up until his death.  

once retired, helmut had the time to work on the report of the finds from the 1966-1970 Khok Charoen 
(hill of Prosperity) excavations. This involved several streams of activities, including the reassembly of about 
150 burial pots from shards by his wife sigrid, work carried out in various spare spaces around the Anu cam-
pus; drawing the pots in proper archaeological illustration form, together with about 270 pots from another 
related site; drawing all of the other finds from the excavations and burials; describing all of the pots; analysing 
all of the data; and finally assembling all of the material into a written report to be published by British Archae-
ological report (BAr), oxford. After many years of work and revisions and inclusion of other material, the 
hill of Prosperity report was finally published by BAr in February 2017. The finished book contained about 
450 pages and hundreds of illustrations.
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While this work was proceeding, a book of his paintings and drawings from his service in vietnam was self-
published in 2009, entitled A Peaceful legionnaire. 

With the hill of Prosperity report in print, helmut set about working on a structured catalogue of all the 
pots and decorated shards found at Khok Charoen, utilising drawings prepared for the hill of Prosperity report 
but presented in a different sequence. This project was done in association with John Crocker, editor of the 
above two books. Work progressed well, despite helmut being distracted by health issues in early 2018, and 
was at the stage of a late draft, with only a few pages of text to be completed, when helmut’s health suddenly 
deteriorated rapidly and he died on 11 August 2018. A draft of the catalogue had been submitted to BAr for 
consideration in July 2018 and was accepted for publication in october 2018. it will go into print in early 2019.

it will be seen from the above that helmut never retired, and his scientific work was only brought to a halt 
by his sad death; he had other projects in mind and was yet to attack them. one of these was his ongoing inter-
est in the tracking down and identification of rarer hominid life forms, to which he had devoted much time 
and research.

Apart from his devotion to his work and his very high and meticulous standards of scientific effort, due pos-
sibly to his early German and French training, helmut is remembered as a man of great charm, learning and a 
rich sense of humour, and as a man of great humanity; his devotion to his students, particularly the more ma-
ture ones is well known and several saw him as a personal friend. helmut may be seen as one of a small group 
of academics who entered the field later in life with a rich personal experience behind them and a more mature 
view of the world, as well as a european tradition of scholarship. This could only have occurred with a group 
of individuals who had undergone rich and varied wartime and post-war experiences, a situation unlikely to be 
repeated.   

helmut is survived by his wife sigrid, his son Jean-Jacques, his daughter Mona, and grandchildren Zachary, 
ulrike, oskar and Adelynde.

By John Crocker
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BOOKSHELF
The Archaeol-
ogy of Sulawesi 
(Terra Australis 
48): Current 
Research on the 
Pleistocene to the 
Historic Period
Edited by sue 
o’Connor, David Bul-
beck  , Juliet Meyer 

Published by: ANU Press
ISBN (print; rrp $75.00): 9781760462567 
ISBN (online - free): 9781760462574
DOI: http://doi.org/10.22459/TA48.11.2018

The central indonesian island of sulawesi has recently 
been hitting headlines with respect to its archaeology. 
it contains some of the oldest directly dated rock art in 
the world, and some of the oldest evidence for a homi-
nin presence beyond the south-eastern limits of the 
ice Age Asian continent. in this volume, scholars from 
indonesia and Australia come together to present their 
research findings and views on a broad range of topics. 
From early periods, these include observations on ice 
Age climate, life in caves and open sites, rock art, and 
the animals that humans exploited and lived alongside. 
The archaeology presented from later periods covers 
the rise of the Bugis kingdom, Chinese trade ceramics, 
and a range of site-based and regional topics from the 
neolithic through to the arrival of islam. This carefully 
edited volume is the first to be devoted entirely to the 
archaeology of the island of sulawesi, and it lays down a 
baseline for significant future research.

Peter Bellwood 
emeritus Professor 
The Australian national university

Nurses of Australia: The Illustrated 
Story 
By Deborah Burrows

From the First nation’s caregivers who healed, 
birthed and nursed for millennia to the untrained 
and ill-equipped convict men and women who 
cared for the sick in the fledgling colony of new 
south Wales, nursing has been practised in Aus-
tralia since the beginning. Author Deborah Bur-
rows, Adjunct Professor Kylie Ward FACn (Chief 
executive officer, Australian College of nursing) 
and Marni Tuala (new south Wales Director and 
Deputy President, Congress of Aboriginal and Tor-
res strait islander nurses and Midwives) were at 
the national library of Australia launch on no-
vember 20 of this new book providing insight into 
one of Australia’s most trusted professions: nursing.

https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/authors-editors/sue-oconnor
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/authors-editors/sue-oconnor
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/authors-editors/david-bulbeck
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/authors-editors/david-bulbeck
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9733-6509
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/authors-editors/juliet-meyer
http://doi.org/10.22459/TA48.11.2018
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Lower earning power for UK male graduates
More than 130,000 men are enrolling in uK university courses each year that leave them 
worse off in future earnings early in their careers than non-graduates, a new report has 
revealed. Male students studying one of seven university subjects – creative arts, english, 
philosophy, agriculture, communications, psychology and languages – earn less at the age of 
29, on average, than their peers who opted to avoid higher education altogether, the insti-
tute for Fiscal studies (iFs) research concluded.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/university-subjects-stu-
dents-graduates-courses-degrees-higher-education-sam-gyimah-ifs-a8651046.html

APRA launches review of capital requirements for private health 
insurers 
The Australian Prudential regulation Authority (APrA) has commenced a review of the 
capital standards for private health insurers to ensure they remain sufficient to protect 
policy-holders.
https://www.apra.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/apra-launches-review-capital-require-
ments-private-health-insurers 

Comment wanted on new food-processing aids
Food standards Australia new Zealand (FsAnZ) has called for submissions on an applica-
tion seeking to permit a new processing aid: the enzyme triacylglycerol lipase is derived 
from a genetically modified strain of the fungus Trichoderma reesei. The applicant is seeking 
permission to use the enzyme as a processing aid in baking and other cereal-based processes. 
Another enzyme (lysophospholipase) on which comment is sought breaks down lysophos-
pholipids in starch, which change the filtration rate and clarity of the starch hydrolysates 
(syrups).
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/media/Pages/Call-for-submissions-on-application-for-
new-processing-aid-.aspx 
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/media/Pages/Call-for-submissions-on-new-processing-aid-
to-produce-syrups.aspx 

Australian Medical Research and Innovation Priorities 2018-2020
Antimicrobial resistance, Aboriginal and Torres strait islander health, and Aged Care are 
among the second set of Medical research Future Fund (MrFF) priorities for 2018-2020
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/health-mediarel-
yr2018-hunt151.htm 

More savings for Australians with diabetes
More than 600,000 Australians with diabetes will benefit from cheaper access to products 
that help them manage their diabetes following the Australian Government’s improvements 
to the national Diabetes services scheme (nDss).
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/health-mediarel-
yr2018-hunt152.htm 

Matters Of pOssible interest 
– access website or paste in browser

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/ifs
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/ifs
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/university-subjects-students-graduates-courses-degrees-higher-education-sam-gyimah-ifs-a8651046.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/university-subjects-students-graduates-courses-degrees-higher-education-sam-gyimah-ifs-a8651046.html
http://bit.ly/2DuLifR
http://bit.ly/2DuLifR
http://bit.ly/2DkWYl5
http://bit.ly/2DkWYl5
http://bit.ly/2DiIUZw
http://bit.ly/2DiIUZw
http://bit.ly/2PKrsnn
http://bit.ly/2PKrsnn
http://bit.ly/2DeYPrJ
http://bit.ly/2DeYPrJ
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Australia’s first National Rare Diseases Framework
The Australian Government is taking more action to support people battling rare condi-
tions by developing Australia’s first national rare Diseases Framework and Action Plan.
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/health-mediarel-
yr2018-hunt156.htm 

Australian Antarctic Division: Lasering the secrets of super-cooled 
clouds
An intense green laser beam will soon be probing the atmosphere above Antarctica to infil-
trate the secrets of super-cooled clouds.
http://www.antarctica.gov.au/news/2018/lasering-the-secrets-of-super-cooled-clouds

Report sheds new light on opioid harm in Australia 
A new report from the Australian institute of health and Welfare (AihW) shows that 
deaths involving opioids have nearly doubled in a decade, but remain lower than the peak 
in the late 1990s.
https://www.aihw.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/2018/november/report-sheds-new-
light-on-opioid-harm-in-australia 

http://bit.ly/2DtUqRT
http://bit.ly/2DtUqRT
http://bit.ly/2D99fsW
http://bit.ly/2PISo77
http://bit.ly/2PISo77
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5 December, Noon for 12.30: Collegiate lunch, Fyfe Bygrave, Nobel prizes 2018

6 December, 12.30pm to 4pm: Poet’s Lunch
Molony Room

no charge, but please bring food and wine to share. We publish a book of the poems, which 
is available at the lunch (one free copy to those attending, $5 for additional copies). Please let 
us know if you are coming (dwalker@netspeed.com.au) so we can make sure we have enough 
books.

12 December, 5pm: ANUEF annual general meeting 

The meeting will be followed by the AnueF Christmas Party.

25 to 27 June 2019: Asia Pacific Conference on Human Evolution (APCHE)
Griffith University, Brisbane

APChe aims to bring together experts working on all aspects of human evolution in the 
broader Asian and Pacific regions. The conference will run for three days of general sessions 
including papers on palaeoanthropology, biological anthropology, archaeology, genomics and 
palaeogenomics, primatology, as well as the disciplines engaged in understanding the environ-
ment and site-specific contexts of human evolution, human behaviour and art.

For further information access website or email apche@griffith.edu.au

ANU/Canberra times Meet the Author events
Further details and registrations available at http://www.anu.edu.au/events/anuthe-canberra-
times-meet-the-author-series or 6125 4144.

December 9, 7pm: Chat 10, looks 3
Llewellyn Hall
Annabel Crabb and leigh sales are bringing their podcast series, http://www.chat10looks3.
com/ live to the llewellyn hall. 

Diary Dates
AnueF inquiries; to Craig reynolds (creynolds697@gmail.com / Craig.reynolds@anu.edu.au)  
or Anu events (02 6125 4144 / events@anu.edu.au)

mailto:dwalker%40netspeed.com.au?subject=
mailto:apche%40griffith.edu.au?subject=
http://www.anu.edu.au/events/anuthe-canberra-times-meet-the-author-series
http://www.anu.edu.au/events/anuthe-canberra-times-meet-the-author-series
http://www.chat10looks3.com/
http://www.chat10looks3.com/
mailto:creynolds697@gmail.com
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aDMinistratiOn
arrangeMents fOr anUef rOOM bOOkings

requests for booking the Molony room should be addressed to secretary of the Anu 
emeritus Faculty Jan o’Connor at jantancress@gmail.com or Tel: 6247 3341
supporters of Anu Archives can find updated news on the Anu website at http://www.
archives.anu.edu.au/news-and-events-1

finDing tHe MOlOny rOOM

The Molony room is on the south side of Balmain Crescent almost opposite university 
house.  it is building 1c on https://tinyurl.com/yckuknbj set back between no 22 Bal-
main Crescent, which is the Acton early Childhood Centre, and no 26 Balmain Crescent, 
which is the Academy of the social sciences. There are four free car parking spaces reserved 
for AnueF members visiting the Molony room in the Balmain lane Car Park immedi-
ately south of the Molony room.  The room is marked on: https://tinyurl.com/y7gsyqgh

The next edition of Emeritus, the ANUEF Newsletter, will be published in Feb 2019.

http://www.archives.anu.edu.au/news-and-events-1
http://www.archives.anu.edu.au/news-and-events-1
https://tinyurl.com/yckuknbj
https://tinyurl.com/y7gsyqgh
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